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us that this stage of our being is full of ' vanity and vexation of spirit1.' To those who look no further than the present life, or who maintain that human nature has not fallen from the state in which it was created, the instruction of this sublime story will be of no avail. But they who think justly, and feel with strong sensibility, will listen with eagerness and admiration to its truth and wisdom. Voltaire's Candide, written to refute the system of Optimism, which it has accomplished with brilliant success, is wonderfully similar in its plan and conduct to Johnson's Rasselas; insomuch, that I have heard Johnson say2, that if they had not been published so closely one after the other that there was not time for imitation, it would have been in vain to deny that the scheme of that which came latest was taken from the other. Though the proposition illustrated by both these works was the same, namely, that in our present state there is more evil than good, the intention of the writers was very different. Voltaire, I am afraid, meant only by wanton profaneness to obtain a sportive victory over religion, and to discredit the belief of a superintending Providence : Johnson meant, by shewing the unsatisfactory nature of things temporal, to direct the hopes of man to things eternal. Rasselas, as was observed to me by a very accomplished lady, may be considered as a more enlarged and more deeply philosophical discourse in prose, upon the interesting truth, which in his Vanity of Human Wishes he had so successfully enforced in verse.
The fund of thinking which this work contains is such, that almost every sentence of it may furnish a subject of long meditation. I am not satisfied if a year passes without my having read it through; and at every perusal, my admiration of the mind which produced it is so highly raised, that I can scarcely believe that I had the honour of enjoying the intimacy of such a man.
1 Ecclcsiastes, i. 14.                          Feb. 15.    Grimm, Carres. Lit. (edit.
' See post, May 16, 1778. It should     1829), ii. 296.    Johnson's letter  to
seem that Candide was published in     Miss Porter, quoted in the Appendix,
the   latter   half   of February   1759.     shows   that   Rasselas   was   written
Grimm  in  his   letter  of March   I,     before March 23 ; how much earlier
speaks of its having just appeared.     cannot be known.    Candide is in the
' M. de Voltaire vicnt de nous dgayer     May list of books in the Gent. Mag.
par un petit rovnan.1    He does not     (pp. 233-5), price is. 6d., and with it
mention it in his  previous-letter of     two translations, each price is. 6d.
I restrain1773.
